It occurred in the Indian army during its tranfport from Ceylon to the Red fea; and many observations led Mr McGregor to fufpe?t that the difeafe was infe?tious, or, in other words, that the Guinea worm fpread chiefly amongft the men who lived with thofe already affe&ed with the infe?t, which feemed, therefore, to propagate itfelf from one individual to another.
The origin and propagation of the worm has more commonly by others been attributed to the water of the particular countries where its appearance is common. The fubje?t is curious, but involved as yet in the greateft obfcurity. Nor do I pretend, on this occafion, that the obfervations which are to follow will throw any immediate light upon it. The fa?ts, however, may ferve, with others, as data for future inveftigation. But I cannot avoid remarking, that if the Guinea worm were received into the body from the water ufed for drink, or in wafhing, it fhould be a more common occurrence in our fhips ; and, on this fuppofition, it would be difficult to reconcile its very rare appearance with the circumftances of its occafional propagation.
If Mr McGregor's conje?ture be well founded, we will be at no lofs to explain its introdu?tion amongft the crew of the Cirencefter, as an infe?ted lafcar was received on board at Bombay, in whom the Guinea worm appeared during the paffage thence to China. This, however, was the only inftance at that time; nor did it reappear and fpread amongft the crew till many months after, when we arrived at St Helena on our paffage homewards, long after the difeafed lafcar had been discharged. Without 
